GOOD   BEER  AND   A   CATHOLIC   CHURCH

him in your rooms shows a decent, full-faced fellow
like Beethoven, with a round nose that would
redden nicely when he had achieved the philosophic
standpoint which, as you say, * changes the whole
aspect/ "

"I forgive your nonsense; but you must admit
that there were great abuses in the Church before
Luther set out to reform them. You cannot blame
him for that."

" It is Hegel I am blaming, for calling himself a
Lutheran and thus abetting Luther when, according
to his own contention, anything that was wrong with
the Church would have settled itself if left alone,
without any Reformation."

" He never said anything of the sort," the Master
affirmed.

" Oh, yes he did. He said, * truth is everywhere
even in what we call the false,' and according to you
he taught that falsehood itself bears witness to the
truth."

"What has all this got to do with the Reforma-
tion ?"

" This, that if Luther had left the Church alone
without trying to reform it, it would have reformed
itself. Even its mistakes would have borne
to the truth. But instead of waiting, he
queathed to us the difficulty of reforming the
tion. My hope is that Hegel is right, and
left alone the Reformation will reform itself * because
of the strugglings of dialectic within it/ and th^fe all
Lutherans will end as Hegel did, * beside good beer
and a Catholic church.' "

To this the Master replied nothing, instead of
replying, he sighed gently as one suffejj|Lg from a
slight despair. I of course knew, asrjmyone in a
position to judge would have know|g that I had
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